Introduction

In the first half of the book of Daniel are recorded three times of testing of the four Hebrews named
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2The LORD gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god.
Read verses 1-2 Q: What is the historical context against which the book of Daniel is set?
A: It is the first of what will ultimately be three invasions and deportations of Judah. In this first, Nebuchadnezzar does not destroy Jerusalem or the temple but takes some of its finest people and some of the things of the temple and sets up a vassal state that is supposed to be in submission to Babylon. It is not Nebuchadnezzar's intention at this point to destroy Judah, but to subjugate it.
Q: What is the spiritual context against which the book of Daniel is set?
A: It is clearly indicated in v.2 that these things came about not by the strength and will of Nebuchadnezzar, but that "the LORD gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God". Nebuchadnezzar was the tool, but God was in control of it all. There is something greater at work behind these things.
Q: Where exactly is "the land of Shinar"?
A: This is southern Mesopotamia, the original birthplace of Babylon and the infamous tower of Babylon. The meaning of "Shinar" signifies "shake out", a reference to what God did at the tower of Babel when mankind was "shook out" and dispersed. It's ironic that they were brought to "the house of his god", which can also be translated "house of his gods", as the Babylonians worshiped many gods. There is an allusion here that the spiritual scattering experienced by those participating in the tower of Babel is a scattering now experienced by the Jews themselves, the difference being in how God is using them and the ultimate, final result. (ex. Joseph, Moses, David, etc.) 3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the royal family and of the nobles, 4 youths in whom was no defect, who were goodlooking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, and who had ability for serving in the king's court; and he ordered him to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king appointed for
Read verses 3-7
Q: How would you describe Nebuchadnezzar's purpose? Did he just want to put good Jews to work?
A: It's obvious from all the steps taken that the overall purpose was to make them Babylonians, to embrace the culture and ways of Babylon to the exclusion of their original upbringing.
Q: What was the first step in this process?
A: Actually it's covered in v.1-2: a new home. They would no longer have the influence of either godly parents or teachers.
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Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960 Copyright © , 1962 Copyright © , 1963 Copyright © , 1968 Copyright © , 1971 Copyright © , 1972 Copyright © , 1973 Copyright © , 1975 Copyright © , 1977 Copyright © , 1995 Q: What is the third step according to v.5? A: New diet. For the next 3 years, they were going to be converted to the king's diet which would be contrary to dietary laws provided in the Mosaic Law. This would probably present an additional problem in that it was common at this time for such food to first be offered to the idols of the land, which would not just make it potentially "unhealthy", but classified biblically as blasphemy. A: New names. Each of them possessed God's name within his own name; the Babylonians hoped that a kind of spiritual transference into their newly assigned names would make them forget their godly roots and become more like the people with whom they were now living and studying.
• Daniel -"God is my judge" -became Belteshazzar, "Bel protects his life".
• Hananiah -"Jehovah is gracious" -became Shadrach, "the command of the moon god".
• Mishael -"Who is like God?" -became Meschach, "Who is like Aku?" • Azariah -"Jehovah is my helper" -became Abed-nego, "the servant of Nego".
Point: The world's aim is for everyone to find a new identity that is aligned with its false beliefs and ways. It's the exact opposite process of sanctification by which we are separated and devoted wholly and exclusively to God's Word and ways alone.
Application: How has your Christianity been challenged by the introduction of a new home, new knowledge, new diet, and even a new name? How do you deal with it? Have you considered how the enemy uses these things to reshape you into its own vision?
8 But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself.
9 Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials, 10 and the commander of the officials said to Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths
Read verses 8-16
Q: What was the starting point which would ultimately lead them to victory?
A: They purposed in their hearts to obey God's Word first and foremost regardless of the circumstances and influences. They surrendered their bodies and minds to God and were willing to let God do the rest. Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible Copyright © 1960 Copyright © , 1962 Copyright © , 1963 Copyright © , 1968 Copyright © , 1971 Copyright © , 1972 Copyright © , 1973 Copyright © , 1975 Copyright © , 1977 Copyright © , 1995 who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king." 11 But Daniel said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see."
14 So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been eating the king's choice food. 16 So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables.
Q: What are some of the alternatives by which they could have chosen to compromise?
1. "We'll obey outwardly, but inwardly we'll keep our faith." 2. "Everyone else is doing it, so we'll just go along. 18 Then at the end of the days which the king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's personal service. 20 As for every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all
Read verses 17-21
Q: How did they ultimately overcome all these influences to remain faithful to God?
A: Having originally purposed in their hearts to obey God's Word (v.8), "God gave them" (v.17) all that they needed! He not only enabled them to learn their lessons better than all the rest, but added even on top of this HIS knowledge and wisdom.
Point: When spiritual faithfulness is given the top priority, all the other things in life fall into their respective places without impacting what is most important spiritually. In fact, one actually experiences spiritual growth.
Q: Why did they find favor with Nebuchadnezzar? Was it because they pleased him more than the rest? A: Because their priority was to please the King in Heaven, and did not worry about pleasing people or being popular, they ignored the urgings and threats of others and did that which God wanted them to do. Pleasing God first and foremost resulted in being elevated according to man's standards.
